
A Manual of Medical Jurisprudence. By Alfred
Swaine Taylor, M.D., F.R.S. Revised and
edited by Thomas Stevenson, M.D., London,
F.R.S., etc. Twelfth American, with citations and
additions from twelfth English, edition, by Clark
Bell, LL.D., etc. Philadelphia: Lea Brothers &
Co. 1897.
A new edition of Taylor's Medical Jurisprudence is

always welcome. As is usual, those changes which
appear in the English edition are distinctly in the line
of improvement, und, while not adding appreciably to
the size of the work, do add to its value.

In all, the present volume is some forty pages longer
than its predecessor, largely made up by American
notes; and it is unfortunate that it cannot be said that
the value of the work is increased iu proportion to its
length. Especially is this true of the concluding
chapter, entitled " Medico-Legal Surgery," in opening
which the American editor says, "Medico-Legal Sur-
gery should be considered under three separate and
distinct heads : Military Surgery, Naval Surgery, and
Railway Surgery." From our point of view it is hard
to see why it should, or why either of the three should,
bo considered under the head of Medico-Legal Surgery.

It may be of interest to some to know of the organi-
zation of the Army Medical Department, the Medical
Corps of the Navy, and of the National Association of
Railway Surgeons. It is also of passing interest that
the American editor is an officer, aud reads a number
of papers before the meetings of the Medico-Legal

'Society. A new edition of a work of this character is,
however, hardly the place that one would think of go-
ing to for the information.

A Text-Book of Diseases of Women. By Charles B.
Penrose, M.D., Ph.D., Professor of Gynecology
in the University of Pennsylvania. Pp.528. Phil-
adelphia: W. B. Saunders. 1897.
This admirable volume of a little over 500 pages is

perhaps the best of the recent text-books for students.
It is clear, concise, well-illustrated, and is, in effect, a

thorough exposition of the present status of gynecologi-
cal practice in America. It is rendered especially ad-
mirable for the use of students by the author's adop-
tion of and thorough adhesion to the principle ol
stating clearly one good metnod of treating each dis-
ease and avoiding complex discussion of moot points.
This plan always stamps a book strongly with the
individuality of its author; but Dr. Penrose is to be
congratulated upon the fact that he carefully avoids
the eccentricity of recommending extreme views on the
ground of personal bias. The book is one which is
well worth a careful peruBal by any teacher of thiB
subject, and which cau be unhesitatingly recommended
to btudeuis.

Injuries and Diseases of the Ear. By McLeod
Yearsley, F.R.C.S. London: The Rebman Pub-
lishing Co. 1897.
This collection ol monographs will be of interest to

all general practitioners as well as to students of otol-
ogy ; the different subjects are handled in a very practi-
cal manner and the treatment is more nearly up to
dale than is common in text-books on this subject.
Indeed, whilo it varies somewhat from that iu use in
our vicinity, especially as to anesthesia and adenoid
operations, yet, on tho whole, the book may be thor-
oughly commended iu almost every detail.
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IMAGINATION.
Medical history is full of the effects of imagination.

As we study critically tho work of the pioneers iu
medicine we find everywhere a tendency to substi-
tute for the facts of observation a fabric of ideaB de-
pendent, in great measure, upon' their own subjective
states. It is only with the growth of more exact sci-
entific methoda that we have come to subordinate such
vagaries to the test of accurate observation and experi-
ence. Yet even now, were we as critical of ourselves
as our descendants are likely to be of us, we should
still note a strong tendency to the exercise of imagina-tion in many of the details o'f our daily work as

physicians. To what extent this tendency is prevalent
is hardly to be recognized until we make a definite ef-
fort toward its study.

To banish tho element of imagination absolutely
from any walk in life would undoubtedly be unfortu-
nate; but as scientific men we cannot be too careful
in recognizing whither its indulgence may lead. Of
interest and value, therefore, is an investigation now
before us, directed to the end of determining with ac-

curacy the scope of imagination in the observance of
certain objects. This work has been ingeniously at-
tempted by Dr. George B. Dearborn in a paper in the
January number of tho American Journal of Psychol-
ogyT̂he apparatus for the investigation was simple ; it
consiBted of the figures formed by pressing gently with
the lingers a drop ot ink between two squares of paper,
the blots thereby produced representing a great variety
of design. These were conveniently arranged on uni-
form bits of paper for subsequent tests.

The subjects experimented on were, for, the most
part, students in the Harvard Pyschological Laboratoryand a certain number of professors and their wives, the
average ago being about thirty-live. Every subject
was examined as to bis or her early life, and informa-
tion obtained as regards familiarity with various ani-
mal forms, fairy stories, mythology und the possible
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